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This book is the third edition of the acclaimed atlas 
edited by Professor Greenhalgh on vascular surgical 
techniques. As reflected by the change in the title, this 
edition has incorporated the rapidly developing ter- 
rain of endovascular intervention, and has expanded 
by some 93 pages into 12 sections and 65 chapters. 
The new section on endovascular techniques was 
given a prominent place in the text, and consisted of 
nine chapters written by leaders in the respective 
fields. Starting with a description on balloon angio- 
plasty and endovascular ultrasound, this section 
outlines the principles of percutaneous and endolumi- 
nal procedures, with heavy emphasis on endoluminal 
grafting and stenting. Endovascular imaging, notably 
angioscopy, and atherectomy and alternative ablative 
procedures are understandably not included, being 
limited by the scope of this book. 
The diversity of methods and the ingenuity of the 
devices, many of which are self-made, can only reflect 
on the rapidly changing advances in this field. Most of 
these chapters were discussed in sufficient echnical 
detail and accompanied by excellent line drawings as 
to give the readers who do not have endovascular 
experience a wealth of background information. 
Results and complications, however, were not 
discussed. 
The format and layout of the book conforms to 
that of the second edition, with a "technical atlas" look 
which is heavily and expertly illustrated. The text has 
some variation in length, style and detail unavoidable 
in a multi-authored work, but remains easy to under- 
stand and appealing to most readers. The sections on 
extracranial arterial surger~ amputations, vascular 
trauma, surgery on portal hypertension, and treat- 
ment of varicose veins and deep venous surgery have 
remained largely unmodified, a reflection of the 
maturity and standardisation f these standard surgi- 
cal skills. 
A new chapter has been added on the transper- 
itoneal exposure of the abdominal aorta, and the San 
Francisco group has also rewritten entirely the chapter 
on renal artery revascularisation to encompass ex vivo 
surgical techniques, as well as updated the results on 
visceral artery reconstruction. Four new chapters have 
been added on previously unaddressed procedures: 
the in situ replacement of the infected aortic graft, the 
subscrotal bypass, thoracoscopic sympathectomy, and 
the semi-closed loop femoral endarterectomy. The 
other chapters and references have not been exten- 
sively revised, and the modifications are confined to 
brief additions or updates on results. 
This third edition of Vascular and Endovascular 
Surgical Techniques is primarily aimed at trainee 
vascular surgeons, and in this respect provides a 
concise, well illustrated and comprehensive t chnical 
guide. The new chapters have further enriched the 
contents to make this work an exhaustive reference, 
containing most of the common surgical procedures 
that a vascular surgeon is likely to encounter in his 
career. Residents hould also find the topics informa- 
tive and full of technical tips which make the book a 
pleasure to read. Those familiar with the second 
edition will welcome the additions on endovascular 
surgery. This book will continue to have a valuable 
place for both trainees and established vascular 
surgeon. 
Stephen W. K. Cheng and John Wong 
Hong Kong 
1078-5884/95/030358 + 03$08.00/0 © 1995 W. B. Saunders Company Ltd. 
